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MSFA -Executive Commit-
tee—Tim Dayton repor ted:  
DNR MD Forest Service -After 31 
years Monte Mitchell is retiring.  
The 2019 VFA grant applications 
hopefully will be able to be distrib-
uted in May.  Fire Departments can 
submit a request for federal excess 
property using the link: https://
goo.gl/
forms/1qWaR9Qh87p2odQR2  
Fire & Injury Prevention and 
Life Safety Committee  Remind-
ed everyone that all the TIP Sheets 
are on the MSFA site and the can 
be downloaded and printed. Teresa 
can be reached @ 240-882-6772 
tacrisman@co.pg.md.us                   
Incentives Programs Committee 

An updated MSFA-P.2.2 was sent 
out in to each County Points Coor-
dinator along with a cover letter 
announcing the next $250.00 in-
crease bringing the deduction to 
$4,750.00 for 2018. Also included 
was a letter they can send to each 
company for distribution to those 
members qualifying. Each subse-
quent year an updated form increas-
ing the amount by will be distribut-
ed in the same manner until we 
reach the $7,000.00 limit.  

MD Fire Rescue Services Memo-
rial Foundation Report  Our  
Annual Memorial program is 
scheduled for Sunday, June 2, at 
2p.m. at the Memorial site. Five 
LODD names will be placed on the 
Wall of Heroes. At this time Gover-
nor Hogan is scheduled to be our 
Guest Speaker. We hope to have 

good representation from 
throughout the state, and mem-
bers of the MD fire service are 
encouraged to participate in our 
Sea of Blue.                             
Maryland  State Police Avia-
tion  Command  The Aviation 
Command recently celebrated 
forty-nine years of transporting 
the most critically ill and/or 
injured patients from Mary-
land’s highways and communi-
ties. Temporary Service Reduc-
tion – Cumberland Section. Due 
to work force shortages of both 
Pilots and Trooper/Paramedics, 
the Cumberland Section contin-
ues to have duty shifts that can-
not be covered. We are commit-
ted through our recruiting efforts 
to return the Cumberland Sec-
tion to a 24/7 operation as soon 
as practical.                                
Office of the State Fire Mar-
shal.  Fire Fatalities: Year  to 
date for 2019 there has been 21 
fire fatalities across the state 
compared to 30 deaths at this 
same time in 2018.                 
Ways & Means Report 
$10,000 Raffle  if you are re-
turning ticket stubs and money 
by mail it needs to be mailed by 
June 1. Please mail them to 
Mitch Vocke P.O.  

                   

 

 

 

Box 401 Jarrettsville, MD 
21084. Or if you get them to 
Tim, he will be happy to get 
them to Mitch.                              
MSFA Residential Sprinkler 
Committee Looking at spr in-
klers as a big tool to reduce FF 
cancer.                              
LOSAP – is not taxable by the 
State of Maryland – no need for 
a 1099. The AGCVFRA voted 
to support Doug Alexander for 
Trustee.  Chuck Walker was 
appointed as 2nd Vice President 
MSFA and Lee Lutz was ap-
pointed Executive Committee 
member to replace Chuck 
Walker. Credentials need to be 
submitted on line.  Bedford 
Road, Bowling Green, Flint-
stone, Mt. Savage, Tri Towns 
EMS, Bloomington, and 
Friendsville have submitted 
theirs.                                    
Volunteer Company Assis-
tance Fund—Barbara Knip-
penburg repor ted they met in 
a conference call on March 18, 
2019.  Westminster’s request 
for a loan of $923,000 to pur-
chase a replacement for their 20 
year old E-ONE Tower was 
approved and will go before the 
MSFA Executive Committee at 
Friendsville on April 6, 2019. If 
your company is interested in 
submitting an application for a 
loan, please contact Barbara. 

 

 

Information Sharing 

Tricia Blank, VP LA 
AGCVFRA, Donna Struntz, Jr. 
VP LA MSFA, PP LA 
AGCVFRA, Dwayne Kitis, 
MIEMSS 

  

Luke Volunteer Fire Company  

Hosts Allegany and Garrett Counties  

Volunteer Fire and Rescue Association Meeting  

The meeting of the Allegany 
Garrett Counties Volunteer Fire 
and Rescue Association was 
called to order by President Bob-
by Pattison on Sunday, April 
14th, at Luke Volunteer Fire 
Company.  The Pledge to the flag 

was led by President Pattison. 
The Association was welcomed 
by Wayne Rounds.  Fifteen com-
panies and seven Past Presidents 
were in attendance. Guests in-
cluded: Betty Grabenstein, PP 
LA MSFA, PP LA AGCVFRA, 

Upcoming Meetings: 

 Maryland State Firemens 

Association Executive 

Committee — Conven-

tion June 15, 2019 Ocean 

City Convention Hall 

 A. Mike Walters Prayer 

Breakfast— May 4, 2019 

at Oldtown 

 AGCVFRA  - May 5, 

2019—at Midland Fire 

Company  

 Garrett County Fire Res-

cue Association— May 

29, 2019,  1930 hours at 

Northern Rescue at 

Friendsville  

 LA AGCVFRA—April 28, 

2019—Northern Garrett 

Rescue 
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  As you are cleaning out this 

spring, don’t forget about fire 

safety.  
•Test your smoke alarms, and 

replace any alarms that are 

10years old or older. 

•Test your carbon monoxide 

alarms, and replace any alarms 

that are 7 years old or older. 

•Check your dryer vents and clean 

the hosing. 

•Clean clutter inside and outside 

your home. 

•Check the cords on your appli-

ances. If any are cracked or frayed, 

repair or replace them. 

•Practice your home fire escape 

plan. 

For more information and free 

resources, visit 

www.usfa.fema.gov. 

U.S. Fire     
Administration 

https://goo.gl/forms/1qWaR9Qh87p2odQR2
https://goo.gl/forms/1qWaR9Qh87p2odQR2
https://goo.gl/forms/1qWaR9Qh87p2odQR2


AGCVFRA Meeting 

Garrett County Association: 
Mike Simmons Next meeting 
May 29, 2019 at 1930 hours at 
Northern Garrett Rescue in 
Friendsville.                               
A. Mike Walters Fellowship of 
Christian Firefighters Secretary 
Mary Carr reported that they met 
April 6 at Baltimore Pike Fire 
Company with 24 present.                       
Smoke Alarms – Gary Carpen-
ter reported that he received 
donations from AFS and Verso .                        
Information Technology – Jon-
athan Dayton - AGCVFRA 
mailing address: PO Box 935 
Frostburg, MD 21532 New web 
page is up and running: 
www.agcvfra.net  Special Log In: 
Each Committee may have their 
own page. Jonathan needs to 
know specific committee chair-
persons. There are Company 
Section Pages with news, events, 
and recognition for each member 
company.                              

Scholarship Committee: Rod 
Bowser reported that the Wings 
for Pat event held April 13th at 
Friendsville was well attended.  
Applications are currently being 
accepted.                                
Recruitment and Retention 
Jonathan Dayton – reported four 
companies in Allegany County 
and one in Garrett County held 
recruitment/retention open hous-
es. Recruitment and Retention 
Bootcamp  will be held at MFRI 
Headquarters in College Park, 
May 18 and 19.  Jonathan sug-
gested we look into a new mod-
ern patch idea. Firefighter Olym-
pic Games, Family Recruitment 
and WMHS Population Health 
Event in August. The association 
voted to partner with WMHS for 
FF Olympics day in August.  
Details to come.                                  
Insurance & Benefits – John 
Shuhart reported that If your 
company has a death, please con-
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Good of the Association: 
MSFA PP Robert 
Knippenburg and Executive 
Committee member Tim 
Dayton presented a plaque 
from Maryland State 
Firemens Association to 
Barton Hose Company 
members Wayne Rounds and 
John Shuhart in honor of their 
100th Anniversary.   

 

tact John to receive payment.  Com-
panies who have not yet paid their 
Relief Fund: Bedford Road, District 
16, Eastern Garrett, Bowman’s 
Addition & Auxiliary, and Orleans.             
Convention Request for  ads in 
Convention Book and meal tickets 
should be out soon and will need to 
be returned by May 1st.  

Dues have not been paid by 
Bloomington, Ellerslie, Ellerslie 
Ambulance, Potomac, Orleans, Tri 
Towns EMS.  

Next Meeting: May 5, 2019 at 
Midland 

Next Prayer Breakfast: May 4, 
2019 at Oldtown 

  

 

 

 

 Safety—Wayne Rounds—Emergency Response Vehicle 
Operation—Avoid pulling up behind a vehicle and suddenly 
sounding the siren. Avoid passing on the right. Fluctuate the 
siren throughout tonal range. Keep near center of roadway so 
vehicles will see red light. Maintain safe distance when fol-
lowing emergency vehicle. Use red lights and siren judicious-
ly on freeway. Use air horn minimally, may drown out siren. 
When responding Code 2 or 3, night or day, turn headlights 
on. Headlights provide an additional margin of safety by as-
sisting in drawing attention to the vehicle. 

http://www.agcvfra.net/


 Mary Bowman, Deep Creek VFD Auxiliary 

  

 Mary Ward, Eastern Garrett County VFR Auxiliary 

  

 Bernadena Opal, Eastern Garrett County VFR Auxiliary 

  

 Aaron Winters, Shaft VFD, Past President AGCVFRA 

  

 Alex “Que” McAlpine, Goodwill Fire Company 

  

 Donald Harvey, Bloomington Fire Company 

Spaghetti Dinner 

Good Will Fire Company 

First Friday of each month 4pm-6pm 

Fireman's Armory in Lonaconing 

Eastern Garrett Co. V.F.R.D. 

Spaghetti Dinners 

2nd Saturday each month 

3:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

Adults: $7.00 

Children: $3.50 

Turkey Dinners 

4th Sunday of: 

March 

April 

September 

 IN  MEMORY 
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Midland Firemen’s Tavern 

WINGS Wednesdays  

starting at 1700 hours. 

Barton  Ladies Auxiliary 

Public Dinners 

2nd Tuesday of the month  

From 12:00 to 5:30 

Cook books for sale:          

301-697-0923 

Bowling Green VFD 

Bingo Every Friday Night 

Ellerslie Volunteer Fire Co 

ALL YOU CAN EAT 

WINGS 

Starting at 3:00 pm 

May 10, 2019 

June 14, 2019 

APRIL 26th and 27th 

 

CORRIGANVILLE VOLUNTEER 

FIRE COMPANY                  

BBQ CHICKEN - 

Dinners are still only $7.00 and 

include 1/2 chicken, roll, and 

choice of two sides OR french 

fries. Side choices are: mac. salad, 

potato salad, and baked beans. 

Dinners start at 11am to 7pm or 

until sold out. Pre-sale orders 

also available!  

Midland Fire Company 

Fish or Chicken Dinner 

Every Friday during Lent 

Beginning Friday, March 8, 2019 

Last night: April 19, 2019 

1600—1830 hours 

Adults—$9 

Children—$5 

Includes: Fish or 1/2 chicken , and  

choice of two sides:  fries, Mac and 

cheese, stewed tomatoes, apple 

sauce, coleslaw,  

Roll and desert 

Flintstone VFC 

May 4 Gun Bash/Cash Bash 

August 2—5 Hill Climb 

September 21 150 Club 

November 16      Holiday Bash 

Questions? Call 301-478-2311 

Blood Drive 

1:30 –6:00 pm 

March 15           September 19 

June 11          December 19 

Flintstone Auxiliary 

Hoagie Sale 2019 

Order in:  Pick up: 

April 24  April 30 

June 19  June 25 

July 24  July 30 

August 21  August 27 

September 18      September 24 

October 23 October 29 
GUN BASH 

Midland Fire Company 

June 15, 2019 

1-6 pm 

Food and Beverages included 

Tickets $20 

Available from Tavern or     

members 

MIDLAND FIRE COMPANY 

Chicken Dinner 

Third Friday of the Month 

Next one: 

May 17th 

1600—1830 or sold out 

Adults $9 

Includes 1/2 chicken, mashed 

potatoes w/gravy or fries, green 

beans, coleslaw, roll, and desert. 



Getting to the call safely is the most  

important job you have!   

Buckle up! 

Remember  

Everyone Goes Home! 

Official publication of the  

Allegany Garrett Counties Volunteer Fire and 

Rescue Association 

PO Box 252 

Barton, MD 21521 

Editor 

Barbara A. Knippenburg 

barbarak@twrwifi.net 

Check out our Facebook Page: 

Allegany Garrett Counties Volunteer Fire 

and Rescue Association 

Check us out on the 

WEB— 

AGCVFRA. NET 

The Bulletin 

Often called the invisible killer, carbon monoxide is an invisible, odorless, colorless gas created 
when fuels (such as gasoline, wood, coal, natural gas, propane, oil, and methane) burn incomplete-
ly. In the home, heating and cooking equipment that burn fuel can be sources of carbon monox-
ide.!! 

•CO alarms should be installed in a central location outside each sleeping area and on every level of the home 
and in other locations where required by applicable laws, codes or standards. For the best protection, intercon-
nect all CO alarms throughout the home. When one sounds, they all sound. 

•Follow the manufacturer’s instructions for placement and mounting height.•Choose a CO alarm that is listed by 
a qualified testing laboratory 

.•Call your local fire department’s non-emergency number to find out what number to call if the CO alarm 
sounds. 

•Test CO alarms at least once a month; replace them according to the manufacturer’s instructions.  

•If the audible trouble signal sounds, check for low batteries. If the battery is low, replace it. If it still sounds, call 
the fire department. 

•If the CO alarm sounds, immediately move to a fresh air location outdoors or by an open window or door. Make 
sure everyone inside the home is accounted for. Call for help from a fresh air location and stay there until emer-
gency personnel declare that it is safe to re-enter the home. 

•If you need to warm a vehicle, remove it from the garage immediately after starting it. Do not run a vehicle or 
other fueled engine or motor indoors, even if garage doors are open. Make sure the exhaust pipe of a running 
vehicle is not covered with snow.  

•During and after a snowstorm, make sure vents for the dryer, furnace, stove, and fireplace are clear of snow 
build-up. 

•A generator should be used in a well-ventilated location outdoors away from windows, doors and vent openings. 

•Gas or charcoal grills can produce CO — only use outside.  


