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MSFA -2nd Vice President 
Dick DeVore repor ted that  
President Richard Blair has 
scheduled his next meeting of 
the Executive Committee of 
the Maryland State Firemen's 
Association for Saturday, Feb-
ruary 9, 2019 and Sunday, 
February 10, 2019 at the Kent 
Island Elks, 2525 Romancoke 
Road, Stevensville, MD.  The 
meeting will be hosted by the 
United Community Volunteer 
Fire Department and the meet-
ing will be called to order 
promptly at 0900 hours.  

Volunteer Company Assis-
tance Fund—Barbara Knip-
penburg repor ted that they 
met January 20, 2019 at 
Branchville VFD. Three loan 
applications were approved. 
Madison VFD, $242,112 for a 
new engine, Water Witch 
VFD, $228,000 for a new en-
gine, and Fallston, $387,255 
for a new tanker.   If your com-
pany is interested in submitting 
an application for a loan,  

 

please contact Barbara. 

Garrett County Associa-
tion: Mike Simmons Next 
meeting March 27, 2019 at 
1930 hours at Kitzmiller. 

A. Mike Walters Fellowship 
of Christian Firefighters 
Secretary Mary Carr reported 
that the February 2, 2019 
meeting at Ellerslie was can-
celled due to weather.  The 
next meeting will be March 1, 
2019 at Bloomington. 

Information Technology – 
Jonathan Dayton –reported 
that the new website is com-
plete, ready to go live.  He is 
looking for information going 
back to 2015 of Award win-
ners.  He would like to have 
pictures from each company 
to go with their information.   

Special Awards and Recog-
nition– Mike Simmons re-
minded everyone that it is 
Banquet season.  Don’t forget 
to submit your award  

 

winners to Allegany Garrett 
Counties Volunteer Fire and 
Rescue Association and Mar-
yland State Firemens Associ-
ation. Information on where 
to submit is available on the 
website. 

Smoke Alarms – Gary Car-
penter reported that more 
donations are coming in.  He 
has been talking to First 
Alert to get a better deal – 
Fire Marshall suggested to 
not purchase too many at a 
time, as they are only good 
for ten years.  

Legislation:  

Legislative Update – John 
Shuhart reported that MSFA 
is tracking about 40 different 
bills.  They are working on 
legislation to increase the 
income tax modification to 
$10,000. To see all of the 
bills MSFA is watching, go 
to msfa.org, documents, Leg-
islative updates.  They are 
posted weekly, on Thurs-
days. 

 

Information Sharing 

PP LA AGCVFRA, Todd 
Dyche, MFRI, Betty Gra-
benstein, PP LAMSFA, PP 
LA AGCVFRA. 

Grantsville Volunteer Fire Company  

Hosts Allegany and Garrett Counties  

Volunteer Fire and Rescue Association Meeting  

The meeting of the Allegany 
Garrett Counties Volunteer 
Fire and Rescue Association 
was called to order by Vice 
President Gene Kidwell on 
Sunday, February 3rd, at 
Grantsville Volunteer Fire 
Company.  The Pledge to the 
flag was led by Vice Presi-
dent Gene Kidwell. The As-

sociation was welcomed by 
John Vought.  Eighteen 
companies and Twelve Past 
Presidents were in attend-
ance. Guests included: Kay-
li Dunithan, Miss Fire Pre-
vention AGCVFRA, Joel 
McCrea, Candidate 2nd VP 
MSFA, Barbara McCrea, 
Pam Kyle, President FCFF, 

Upcoming Meetings: 

 Maryland State Firemens 

Association Executive 

Committee — February 9 

& 10, 2019 at United 

Com VFD, Queen Anne’s 

County  

 A. Mike Walters Prayer 

Breakfast— March 1, 

2019 at Bloomington 

 AGCVFRA  - March 3, 

2019 at Kitzmiller VFD 

 Garrett County Fire Res-

cue Association—March 

27, 2019—1930 hours at 

xx 

 LA AGCVFRA—March 10, 

2019—Friendsville Volun-

teer Fire Company 
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*Half of all home heating fires 
occur in the months of Decem-
ber, January and February.                             
*Heating equipment is involved 
in 1 in every 7 reported home 
fires and 1 in every 5 home fire 
deaths.                                  
*Keep portable generators out-
side, away from windows, and as 
far away as possible from your 
home.                                         
*Install and test carbon monoxide 
alarms at least once a month.  
*Plug only 1 heat-producing 
appliance (such as a space heater) 
into an electrical outlet at a time.                           
*Have a qualified professional 
clean and inspect your chimney 
and vents every year.          
*Keep anything that can burn at 
least 3 feet from any heat source 
like fireplaces, wood stoves, 
radiators or space heaters.                 
*Store cooled ashes in a tightly 
covered metal container, and 
keep it outside at least 10 feet 
from your home and any nearby 
buildings.                                              

                                         

 

February Fire Safety Resources 

U.S. Fire Administration 



AGCVFRA Meeting 

Ways & Means – Gary Car-
penter – Baltimore Pike Aux-
iliary will be making a quilt to 
raffle, benefitting the Associa-
tion. 

Scholarship Committee: 
Rod Bowser reported that the 
Wings for Pat event will be 
held April 13th at Friendsville.   

Recruitment and Retention 
Jonathan Dayton – Working 
on flyers to be distributed to 
high schools.  Involved in 
videos to recruit volunteers.  

Past Presidents – Dick De-
Vore reported that he is work-
ing on a get-together for the 
Past Presidents in the near 
future. 

Insurance & Benefits – John 
Shuhart reported that company 

lists of members and benefi-
ciaries was distributed and 
will be mailed to companies 
not at the meeting. Payments 
are due on February 15, 2019.  
Corriganville has yet to pay 
for their accident insurance. 

Safety – Wayne Rounds –
Firefighter cancer—be aware 
of asbestos in older homes. 
Firefighters need to have 
breathing protection during 
overhaul. Be aware of skin 
cancer. There was a good arti-
cle on sprinkler systems in the 
realtors section of the newspa-
per this past week. 

During an emergency safety 
and survival alert, personnel 
are urged to postpone non-
emergency tasks to focus on 
critical safety and survival 
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MSFA Past President Robert 
Knippenburg made a motion 
for the Allegany Garrett 
Counties Volunteer Fire and 
Rescue Association to support 
Joel McCrea for 2nd Vice 
President MSFA at the 
Convention in June.  The 
motion passed. 

Good of the Association: 
Memorial Service for MSFA 
Convention forms are on the 
MSFA web page.  Pictures 
and forms must be submitted 
by March1st. 

Please take action by using 
the information in the link 
below to educate and raise the 
awareness of your Firefighers, 
EMTs and other responders. 

training. During this alert, we 
will remember the many broth-
ers and sisters whose lives 
have been lost working on our 
roadways due to multiple inci-
dents of personnel and appa-
ratus being struck. Firefighters 
& EMS personnel being struck 
on our roadways has become 
an almost daily occurrence. 
Additionally, there are numer-
ous learning links within the 

below link.  

https://www.iafc.org/blogs/

blog/iafc/2019/02/01/iafc-fire-

and-ems-national-emergency-

safety-and-survival-alert 

 

 

 

Region I MIEMSS Update February 2019 

Region I EMS Hall of Fame 

Nominations are now being accepted.  Call the Region I of-
fice for details. 

Recertification and MIEMSS Licensure System 

 Every provider (EMR, EMT, CRT, and Paramedic) be-

fore their recertification date must sign on the licensure 
system, under the applications tab select renewal to start 
the recertification process. If you have not received you 
new certification card call the Region I office or 
MIEMSS Main Office for assistance. 

 Providers can view their total credit hours towards recer-

tification by going to training and clicking on reports.  
To view individual classes use the drop down date selec-
tion, click on the go button, then click on the small PDF 
icon button above the date drop down boxes. 

 Everything that a provider needs to do such as affilia-
tion, reinstatement application, application for initial 
certification, extension request, and change of address 
etc. should be done on this site.       

The Licensure System is accessed by going to 
www.miemss.org and clicking on the large red provider login 
button at the bottom right of the screen.  If anyone has trouble 
getting into the system, call: 1-800-762-7157 or 410-706-
3666 ask for Licensure & Certification 

Upcoming events 

Miltenberger 2019 Mrch 8-9 Rocky Gap 

 

Dwayne Kitis, work: 301-895-5934, cell: 40-350-1368, 
email: dkitis@miemss.org  

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001h6xahzzUNFknaQbzCjt-nrqAwWPi07Vvb1T-aPYytHoBGDNifhLQ5PfsFGMQJ_J4VepwnFdWglwttR459sgZT7jVeibneTUiMFuHh1TDueuaUBDewGuIAYgfgfIYF4q6dBRtx0nT8G7Nrm5Y_BOae2sQcL3rttXP3C3CRCnkSHsHHQBmiV0W30Buah98Wc_9XFsam2phvdFYV4dUuQC-xMrG-39C6no_TV7z
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001h6xahzzUNFknaQbzCjt-nrqAwWPi07Vvb1T-aPYytHoBGDNifhLQ5PfsFGMQJ_J4VepwnFdWglwttR459sgZT7jVeibneTUiMFuHh1TDueuaUBDewGuIAYgfgfIYF4q6dBRtx0nT8G7Nrm5Y_BOae2sQcL3rttXP3C3CRCnkSHsHHQBmiV0W30Buah98Wc_9XFsam2phvdFYV4dUuQC-xMrG-39C6no_TV7z
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001h6xahzzUNFknaQbzCjt-nrqAwWPi07Vvb1T-aPYytHoBGDNifhLQ5PfsFGMQJ_J4VepwnFdWglwttR459sgZT7jVeibneTUiMFuHh1TDueuaUBDewGuIAYgfgfIYF4q6dBRtx0nT8G7Nrm5Y_BOae2sQcL3rttXP3C3CRCnkSHsHHQBmiV0W30Buah98Wc_9XFsam2phvdFYV4dUuQC-xMrG-39C6no_TV7z
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001h6xahzzUNFknaQbzCjt-nrqAwWPi07Vvb1T-aPYytHoBGDNifhLQ5PfsFGMQJ_J4VepwnFdWglwttR459sgZT7jVeibneTUiMFuHh1TDueuaUBDewGuIAYgfgfIYF4q6dBRtx0nT8G7Nrm5Y_BOae2sQcL3rttXP3C3CRCnkSHsHHQBmiV0W30Buah98Wc_9XFsam2phvdFYV4dUuQC-xMrG-39C6no_TV7z


 

 

Dale E. Rodehaver,  Accident VFC 

 

Leon D. Beitzel, Bittinger VFC 

Spaghetti Dinner 

Good Will Fire Company 

First Friday of each month 4pm-6pm 

Fireman's Armory in Lonaconing 

Eastern Garrett Co. V.F.R.D. 

Spaghetti Dinners 

2nd Saturday each month 

3:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

Adults: $7.00 

Children: $3.50 

Turkey Dinners 

4th Sunday of: 

March 

April 

September 

 IN  MEMORY 
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Midland Firemen’s Tavern 

WINGS Wednesdays  

starting at 1700 hours. 

Barton  Ladies Auxiliary 

Public Dinners 

2nd Tuesday of the month  

From 12:00 to 5:30 

Cook books for sale:          

301-697-0923 
Bowling Green VFD 

Bingo Every Friday Night 

Ellerslie Volunteer Fire Co 

ALL YOU CAN EAT 

WINGS 

Starting at 3:00 pm 

February 8, 2019 

April 12, 2019 

May 10, 2019 

June 14, 2019 

Bittinger Vol. Fire Dept. 

SPRING CASH BASH 

April 6, 2019 

Doors open at noon 

2 chances to win per ticket 

Tickets $ 30 

Guests $25 

Oakland Fire Department 

2019 MEGA BASH 

March 9, 2019 

Noon—6pm  Doors open at 11 

185 Drawings 

$33,550 in prizes 

Only 500 tickets sold 

2 chances to win per ticket 

Food & Beverages included 

$100 per ticket includes one guest 

Friendsville Vol Fire Dept 

GUN BASH 

February 23, 2019 

11am—6pm 

Midland Fire Company 

Chicken Dinner 

Friday, February 15, 2019 

1600—1830 hours 

Adults—$9 

Children—$5 

Includes: 1/2 chicken, fries or mashed 

potatoes w/gravy, green beans, 

coleslaw, roll, desert 

MARCH GUN RAFFLE 

Eastern Garrett Co VFRD 

March 2, 2019  

1—6 pm 

Food & Beverages included 

Deep Creek Vol Fire Co 

Gun & Cash Bash 

March 23, 2019 

1—6 pm doors open at noon 

Donation $25 

Guest $25 

Includes chances to win 10 

guns, cash prizes and a grand 

prize of a 4-wheeler 

Flintstone VFC 

March 2  150 Club 

May 4 Gun Bash/Cash Bash 

August 2—5 Hill Climb 

September 21 150 Club 

November 16      Holiday Bash 

Questions? Call 301-478-2311 

Blood Drive 

1:30 –6:00 pm 

March 15           September 19 

June 11          December 19 

Flintstone Auxiliary 

Hoagie Sale 2019 

Order in:  Pick up: 

February 20 February 26 

March 20  March 26 

April 24  April 30 

June 19  June 25 

July 24  July 30 

August 21  August 27 

September 18      September 24 

October 23 October 29 



Getting to the call safely is the most  

important job you have!   

Buckle up! 

Remember  

Everyone Goes Home! 

Official publication of the  

Allegany Garrett Counties Volunteer Fire and 

Rescue Association 

PO Box 252 

Barton, MD 21521 

Editor 

Barbara A. Knippenburg 

barbarak@twrwifi.net 

Check out our Facebook Page: 

Allegany Garrett Counties Volunteer Fire 

and Rescue Association 

Check us out on the 

WEB— 

AGCVFRA. com 

The Bulletin 
 


