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MSFA -2nd Vice President 
Dick DeVore repor ted that 
the Executive Committee 
Meeting on December 1 & 2, 
2018 will be held at Snow Hill. 
The Legislative Committee is 
gearing up for new session.  
Looking for funds for VCAF. 
They have secured an exten-
sion on SAFER Grant. Train-
ing opportunities coming up 
December  8 - 9th in OC by 
MD Fire Chiefs Association.  
In January there will be train-
ing for Fire Chaplains and Fire 
Service leadership. Marketing 
videos will be offered by the 
Association and they will be 
setting up a website to funnel 
new members interested.  Each 
company needs to create a pro-
file on line to benefit from this 
website. 

Volunteer Company Assis-
tance Fund—Barbara Knip-
penburg repor ted that they 
met October 7, 2018 at Union 
Bridge. Fairmount Volunteer 
Fire Company submitted 
loan application in the amount 
of $187,764.00 to purchase a 
Tanker that will replace their  

37 year old tanker.  Total 
project cost is $250,353.00.  
This project was approved.  
Eldorado-Brookview sub-
mitted an application for a 
loan of $34,089.00 for 20 sets 
of Turnout Gear.  The project 
was approved. Kentland Vol-
unteer Fire Department 
submitted a loan application 
in the amount of $300,000.00 
to supplement their AFG 
grant award of $550,00 to 
purchase a new Class A 
Pumper.  This project was 
approved.  
The next meeting of VCAF 
will be January 20, 2019 at 
Branchville VFD. 

Allegany County Emergen-
cy Services 700 mgh radio 
system went on line Monday, 
November 5th. Emergency 
Services Board -  Everyone 
had paperwork in on time,  
appropriation, gaming reve-
nue, and rocky gap, 
($36,000), currently being 
released. Allegany County 
Emergency Services looking 
for a new emergency planner  

to replace Susan Lee, who is 
retiring. 

Garrett County Associa-
tion: Next meeting Novem-
ber 28, 2018 at 1930 hours at 
Gorman 

Allied law Enforcement 
Agencies –                         

Fire Police – Gary 
Capenter repor ted that 
they have received 15 new 
radios and will be trained on 
those soon. 

A. Mike Walters Fellow-
ship of Christian Firefight-
ers Secretary Mary Car r  
reported that they met Nov 
3rd at Flintstone with 43 pre-
sent – PG county attended. 

LODD Memorial—Gary 
Carpenter: Gary Carpen-
ter reported that the Allegany 
County memorial service 
was held October 14th , at 
1500 hours at the County 
Office Building. The memo-
rial service went well.  Chris 
Pryors name was added. The 
second Saturday in October, 
2019 will be next memorial 
service  

Information Sharing 

cluded: Commissioner Bill 
Valentine and Dave Goad, 
candidate for Register of 
Wills. 

Georges Creek Ambulance Service 

Hosts Allegany and Garrett Counties  

Volunteer Fire and Rescue Association Meeting  

The meeting of the Allegany 
Garrett Counties Volunteer 
Fire and Rescue Association 
was called to order by Presi-
dent Bobby Pattison on Sun-
day, November 4, 2018 at the 
Georges Creek Ambulance 
Service in Lonaconing.  The 

Pledge to the flag was led 
by Vice President Gene 
Kidwell. The Association 
was welcomed by Robbie 
Knox, President of GCAS.   
Twenty one companies and 
eleven Past Presidents were 
in attendance. Guests in-
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Meeting Cancelled 

 Garrett County Fire Res-
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Gorman, November 28, 

1930 hours 
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AGCVFRA Meeting 

in Allegany County The com-
mittee is still selling bricks. 
Dick DeVore commented on 
the NFF memorial service at 
Emmittsburg.  It is a very 
moving ceremony. 

MIEMSS: 50/50 Grant for  
AEDs, Lucas Devices will be 
out soon. 

Smoke Alarms: Gary Car-
penter repor ted that he will 
be soliciting donations to pur-
chase smoke alarms. 

Convention – Dick DeVore 
reported that they are working 
on the book. Events are being 
planned.       

WMRTC—The ice machine 
purchased by AGCVFRA 
years ago needs replaced.  The 
Association will replace that 
machine.     

Information Technology – 
Jonathan Dayton – New web 
site for AGCVFRA will be 
live in December .  Video clip 
advertisement – Jonathan will 
assist any company in creating 
a video to advertise your com-
pany.  Small cost to do each 
company.  AGCVFRA Face-
book page doing well.   

Fire Prevention: 

Smoke Alarms: Gary Car -
penter is requesting publicity 
to request donations to pur-
chase smoke alarms for both 
Allegany and Garrett Coun-
ties. 

Recruitment and Retention 
– Jonathan Dayton – We need 
to be focusing on high school 
students. He has been ap-
proved to provide flyers to the 
three high schools in Allegany 
and BW. We need to have 
wrist bands or something 
small to provide to students to 
advertise the emergency ser-
vices.                                  
Fire Chaplains – Dick De-
Vore –Chaplain training in 
January. They are trying to 
reach all of the Chaplains in 
Allegany and Garrett County. 

If you have not already giv-
en your Chaplain’s contact 
information, please get that 
information to Dick so that 
the information about the 
training can be shared with 
them.                         Insur-
ance & Benefits – John 
Shuhart repor ted that acci-
dent insurance forms have 
been distributed to the com-
panies. Please respond with 
your company’s intentions.  
If your company has work-
er’s comp, we will offer a 
supplemental plan for work-
ers other than responding to 
a call.    Garrett County will 
be covering their emergency 
services personnel with 
Workers Compensation. 
Supplemental insurance 
through AGCVFRA will be 
available.  Garrett County is 
considering covering the 
auxiliaries with workers 
comp.       

Past Presidents – Dick De-
Vore –   No Christmas Party 
is planned this year.  Plans 
are in the works for a dinner 
meeting TBA. 

Good of the Association: 
Monthly meeting cards will 
be available soon. Commis-
sioner Bill Valentine said 
this would be his last meet-
ing as a County Commis-
sioner.  He said we need to 
be vigilant about the distri-
bution of the Rocky Gap 
funds, both in county and in 
Annapolis.  He received a 
round of applause and a 
standing ovation for his ded-
ication to the Emergency 
Services of Allegany Coun-
ty.  
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Jim Dawson Sr., last active charter member of Georges Creek 
Ambulance was recognized on his 86th Birthday with a cake 
and the singing of “Happy Birthday”. Presented by President 
Robbie Knox and Chief Jenny Knox.  

 

Safety – Wayne Rounds – Responding in Cold Weather—Cold, 
snow and ice can severely hamper firefighting operations.  
Making sure you and your apparatus are prepared is essential. 
Personal Preparedness: You must be properly dressed for the 
weather you’ll encounter. Find the right combination of station 
clothing and fire clothes to maintain warmth on the fireground, 
yet not be too hot when actively engaging in fireground opera-
tions. Apparatus Maintenance: Extra attention to apparatus 
maintenance during cold weather is critical.  Prior to the onset 
of cold weather, check and test your apparatus heating system 
to ensure it will function properly in the winter. The apparatus 
can be used as a rehab/shelter area during extreme weather. 
Firefighters must insure an uninterrupted water supply by con-
tinually checking hydrants to make sure they’re dry and not 
frozen. Companies must also dig out hydrants after major snow 
storms to make sure they’re accessible. Response: If your appa-
ratus is equipped with automatic drop-down chains for traction, 
check it thoroughly prior to the winter season. If not, check and 
repair the chains/cable chains you normally carry. The most 
important factor regarding response in winter weather is to ar-
rive on the scene safely.  We can’t help anyone if we don’t ar-
rive!  Slow down and increase stopping distances when re-
sponding, even when using tire chains. Safety on scene: Since 
we do most of our work with water, when the temperature drops 
below 32 degrees, the water itself becomes an issue. Freezing 
hoselines, couplings, as well as slip and fall dangers can be-
come a problem. As firefighters, we do not have the luxury to 
hibernate through the worst of winter.  Get personally prepared 
for winter, now, and make sure your apparatus is ready to go as 
well. Remember: Stay safe and stay warm.  Take your time – 
get to the call and back, safely! 
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Helen M Norris,  Corriganville Auxiliary 

Sharon King, Bowling Green Auxiliary 

Donald Dickel, Cresaptown Fire Department, 
Frostburg Fire Co, 
 

Spaghetti Dinner 

Good Will Fire Company 

First Friday of each month 4pm-6pm 

Fireman's Armory in Lonaconing 

 

Eastern Garrett Co. V.F.R.D. 

Spaghetti Dinners 

2nd Saturday each month 

3:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

Adults: $7.00 

Children: $3.50 

Turkey Dinners 

4th Sunday of: 

March 

April 

September 

 IN  MEMORY 
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Midland Firemen’s Tavern 

WINGS Wednesdays  

starting at 1700 hours. 

Barton  Ladies Auxiliary 

Public Dinners 

2nd Tuesday of the month  

From 3:00 pm to 6:30 

Cook books for sale: 301-697-

0923 

MIDLAND FIRE COMPANY 

GUN BASH 

November 10, 2018 

1300—1800 hours 

 Food and Beverages included 

Tickets: $20 

 Tickets available from  

members or at Firemen’s 

Tavern   

FLINTSTONE VFC 

November 17   Holiday Bash 

Questions/information call      

301-478-2311 

Bowling Green VFD 

Bingo Every Friday Night 

ORLEANS Vol. Fire Department 

Events for 2018 

Nov 9th *** Meat & Cheese 

Drawing 

Starts at 7:00 pm 

December 16th *** Christmas 

Dinner 

Bring a covered dish, dinner starts at 5:30 

pm, Santa at 6:30 pm.  Santa will bring a gift 

for the children.                                            

Fire Department will supply meats. 

All You Can Eat 
WINGS 

Ellerslie Fire  

Department 

 

November 9 

December 14 

GOOD WILL FIRE CO. 

 

Lula Roe Bingo 
 

Food & Refreshments  

to be served 

 

November 11th 

Good Will Armory 

See members for tickets 

Thank you Tom and Flo 
Collins for their generous 

donation to the           
publication of the       

Bulletin. 



Getting to the call safely is 

the most  important job you 

have!   

Buckle up! 

Remember  

Everyone Goes Home! 
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