MINUTES

Allegany Garrett County Fire & Rescue Association    
Bittinger July 14, 2019

The regular meeting of the Allegany Garrett Counties Volunteer Fire & Rescue Association was held Sunday July, 2019 and hosted by Bittinger. President Gene Kidwell called the meeting to order at 14:00 hours.

The report was given by Chaplain Calvin E. Walbert we had four deaths last month Esther Mc Gann Mt Savage VFD Auxiliary, Betty Wolford Corriganville VFD Auxiliary, Charles Edger Yoder Northern Garrett Rescue Squad. The chaplain read the 23RD Psalm. 
WELCOME: Darrin Yoder Assistant Chief representing the host company welcomed everyone to the meeting.      
ROLL CALL OF DEPARTMENTS:   Roll call of Departments showed 17 companies in attendance.  Those not represented were Baltimore Pike: Bedford Road; Bittinger; Bloomington; Corriganville; Cumberland Hose; Deep Creek; Deer Park; Ellerslie Ambulance; Gorman; Grantsville; Kitzmiller; LaVale; Oakland; Oldtown; Orleans;  Rawlings; and Southern Garrett Rescue; Tri Town Rescue. 

Companies present were: Accident; Barton Hose; Bittinger; Bowling Green; Bowman’s Addition; Cresaptown; District 16; Eastern Garrett;  Ellerslie;  Flintstone; Friendsville; George’s Creek; Good Will; Luke; Midland;  Northern Garrett; Potomac.    
RECOGNITION OF PAST PRESIDENTS:


 President VP Jonathan Dayton recognized the following 8 Past Presidents in attendance:   Ronnie Crabenstein   Calvin E. Walbert; Denny Bonner; Rodney W. Bowser; David L. Kyle; Mike Simmons; Tim Dayton; Barbara Knippenburg; Gene Kidwell. 
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:


Guests present and recognized by VP Jonathan Dayton; Dwayne Kitis MIEMSS, Georgiann Shuhart Treasure AGCVFRALA, Barbara Corbin, Betty Grabenstein and  Pam Kyle PP AGCVFRALA; , Mike McKay Delegate 1C, Donna Struntz LAMSFA Sr Vice, MSFA; MSFA President Mike Faust; First President Chuck Walker; Second Vice President Joel McCrea
OFFICER’S REPORTS:

 Editor Knippenburg gave an update on Past President Bob Knippenburg’s recent illness and thanked everyone for their thoughts and prayers.
Secretary’s Report – Secretary Bowser no minutes were available so President Kidwell dispensed reading of the minutes.
Communications – None
Treasurer’s Report -Treasurer John Shuhart reported bills this meeting Printers Ink $192.56, Mosholder Ins. $234.00, Frostburg Memorial $ 30.00, Rod Bowser $ 4.06, A1 Uniform $ 263.00 and Beggs Brothers Printing $ 68.11 for total of $ 791.75.  Two Scholarships paid $2,000.00. Receipts of from Convention meal tickets and ad book $ 212.00...  
Fund Balances: General Fund $14,271.75Plaque Fund $2,928.34; Plaque Fund Cash $94.00; Checking Account $230.31; Fire Prevention Scholarship $25,137.79; FF Memorial Fund; $333.60, and Smoke Alarm $ 4,445.00.
Wayne Round motion and Mike Simmons second to pay the bills Passed. Tim Dayton motion and Dwayne Kitis second to keep the PO Box in Frostburg motion failed. 


MFRI – Todd Dyche - No Report
           Region I MIEMSS – Dwayne Kitis handed out his report. Dwayne will now serve as the Regional Administrator for both regions I & II. And in the near future MIEMSS will hire one Associate Regional Administrator to assist Dwayne and Diane. 2019 Protocol Update should have been completed by June 30th.  He stated it was time to appoint a representative from the Association, Rod Bowser nominated Jonathan Dayton and was seconded by Tim Dayton Motion passed. !! Congratulation Jon.  Dwayne’s complete report is attached to minutes. 
            MSFA - President Mike Faust gave an update on the MSFA and some goals that his team is working on. He is drafting a letter to the governor for more funding for VACF. Also to contact any officer or schedule them for events please contact MSFA Executive Director Kate Tomanelli 2130 Priest Bridge Drive Suite 4 Crofton, Maryland 21114, Phone  443-302-2911, Email KTomanelli@msfa.org--fd@msfa.org. First Vice President Chuck Walker stated it was nice to be in western Maryland and looked forward to working with our association. Second Vice President Joel McCrea thanks everyone for their support and look forward to working with Tim.    
            MSFA Executive– Tim Dayton The three state Presidents gave an excellent report. 
            VCAF- Barb Knippenburg reported VCAF will meet on August 25th at Odenton and loans only are for apparatus and no grants are available unless extreme emergency. Also looking into legislative to reactivate the funds. . If any company is looking to apply contact Barb for assistance.

Fire Police – No report working at fair.

Garrett County – The next meeting of the Garrett County Assn. will be held on Wednesday July 31 Oakland at 7:30 PM

Christian Firefighters – Mary Carr-The Christian firefighters Prayer Breakfast for July was hosted by Delegate Mike McKay and the next meeting will be August 3rd at District 16. Report attached.
. COMMITTEE REPORTS:

          
By-Laws – Bob Knippenburg, John Shockey not present.  

Convention – Denny Bonner - Bowman’s Addition has stepped up and will host this year’s convention and they already have their committee chair’s picked and are making plans. Thanks    

Fire Prevention/Education – Jonathan Dayton- Donna Strunt, Jonathon reported the committee had a productive meeting and is in progress of getting the fire prevention program up very active once again. Donna Passed out raffle tickets for a Smart TV and Gift Card for drawing the week of fire prevention and also they are doing the monthly 50/50 drawing on the 3 digit lotto. Tim Dayton motion and Gerald Cook second for the fire prevention committee to have a separate checking account motion passed. It was also approved for their committee to continue using the Post Office Box in Frostburg and the committee will pay the rental. 
            Scholarship

  Rod Bowser chairman of the scholarship committee –Advised that the Knippenburg’s will serve on the Scholarship Committee.
Note: Fire Prevention & Education Committee’s Monthly Safety Fact # 129 to be included within the minutes and The Bulletin. 

·           July is the peak month for grill fires (17%), including both structure, outdoor or unclassified fires, followed by June (14%), May (13%) and August (12%).

· In 2013-2019, an average of 19,000 patients per year went to emergency rooms because of injuries involving grills.** Half (9,300 or 49%) of the injuries were thermal burns, including both burns from fire and from contact with hot objects; 5,200 thermal burns, per year,were caused by such contact or other non-fire events.

· Children under five accounted for an average of 2,000 or 38%, of the contact-type burns per year. These burns typically occurred when someone, often a child, bumped into, touched or fell on the grill, grill part or hot coals.

· Gas grills were involved in an average of 8,700 home fires per year, including 3,600 structure fires and 5,100 outdoor fires annually. Leaks or breaks were primarily a problem with gas grills. Eleven percent of gas grill structure fires and 23% of outside gas grill fires were caused by leaks or breaks.

· Charcoal or other solid-fueled grills were involved in 1,100 home fires per year, including 600 structure fires and 500 outside fires annually.

             Ways & Means -Gary Carpenter, Please sell your Quilt tickets.
              Chaplaincy- No report
              Smoke Alarm– Gary Carpenter, Jonathan reported for Gary that he found a good price for smoke alarms and will buy small amounts at a time and issue them out with paper work.
            LODD – Gary Carpenter- Rod Bowser.  Reminder we are selling bricks for the memorial sites for $25.00 each, contact Gary or Rod.

Insurance/Benefits – John Shuhart reported: Since the last meeting no Relief Fund payment were made. If any company has a member die please call me so that I can send out the check.
I am happy to report that all companies have paid the Relief Fund premium for 2019.

Special Ops –No Report.

Past Presidents – Talking about a picnic in August. 

Special Awards –    Seasonal

Recruitment/Retention – Nothing New.
            Safety- Dave Kyle – Propane Grill Safety and said he has ordered material from NFPA.
            Allegany County Emergency Service- Tim Dayton, Will meet on August 13th t.                                                                                                                                                                           

Legislation – Mike McKay   it was nice to see Delegate McKay attending our meeting in Garrett County it shows his great support for the emergency service.  THANK YOU MIKE!
            Technology Committee—V P Jonathan Dayton – Everything will be updated on website at needed. If your committees or departments have any changes or events please let him know so he can post on social media. 

Public Relations – Nothing

Sprinklers –Knip – Tim Dayton Nothing new

Career Center & 5 / 10 Year Planning – There were no reports given from either committee. 
UNFISHISHED BUSINESS: None
NEW BUSINESS:  None
  GOOD OF THE ASSOCIATION- Meeting card are available today also blank credential forms 

 Brick price will be $25.00 for three lines with 18 characters each contact Rod Bowser at 301-616-3195 or Gary Carpenter at 301-268-4041. 

Any Company having any events please get them to the Editor for the bulletin. 
            Secretary Bowser- Dues and Credential List are due by May 1st.
==========================================================================

Don’t forget the Wills for Hero’s program.  Forms are available on-line at msfa.org
            The 50/50 was drawing for fire prevention was started up again and ticket was sold...
            Benediction & Blessing by Chaplain Pete.


The next Assn. meeting will be hosted by Northern Rescue ( Friendsville) August 4th at 2:00 pm  

The Prayer Breakfast will be held at District 16 August 3rd at 8:30 am 

Meeting adjourned at 1350 hrs.

                                                                                                Respectfully submitted,
                                                                                                 Rodney W. Bowser

                                                                                                           Secretary                                                    
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