MINUTES

Allegany Garrett County Fire & Rescue Association    
December 1, Potomac 2019

The regular meeting of the Allegany Garrett Counties Volunteer Fire & Rescue Association was held Sunday December 1, 2019 and hosted by Potomac. President Gene Kidwell called the meeting to order at 14:00 hours.

The Invocation was given by Chaplain Calvin E. Walbert and the reading of the 23rd Psalm in memory of John R. Hershberger, Kitzmiller VFC; William O. Alkire, Tri Towns Rescue Squad; and Carol J. Wilson  Ellerslie Auxiliary  
WELCOME: Travis Moran representing the host company welcomed everyone to the meeting.      
ROLL CALL OF DEPARTMENTS:   Roll call of Departments showed 16 companies in attendance.  Those not represented were  Bedford Road; Bittinger; Bloomington; Corriganville; Cumberland Hose; Deep Creek; Deer Park; District 16; Eastern Garrett; Ellerslie; Gorman; Grantsville; Kitzmiller; LaVale Rescue;  Oakland; Oldtown;  Orleans; Rawlings; and Southern Garrett Rescue; Tri Town Rescue. 

Companies present were: Accident; Barton; Baltimore Pike: Bowling Green; Bowman’s Addition; Cresaptown; Flintstone; Friendsville; George’s Creek; Good Will; Luke; Midland; Mt Savage; Northern Garrett; Potomac and Tri Towns Rescue.   
RECOGNITION OF PAST PRESIDENTS:


 President VP Jonathan Dayton recognized the following 9 Past Presidents in attendance: Calvin Walbert; Dennis Bonner; Rodney W. Bowser; David L. Kyle; Mike Simmons; Tim Dayton; Robert Ritchie;  Barbara Knippenburg and Gene Kidwell.  
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:

Guests present and recognized by VP Jonathan Dayton:  Joel McCrea  MSFA 2nd  Vice President; Donna Struntz LAMSFA SR VICE President;  Pam Kyle PP AGCVFRALA; Tom Mattingly candidate for MSFA Trustee; Jim Pyles Director Emergency Services;  
OFFICER’S REPORTS  None
Secretary’s Report – Secretary Bowser Minutes emailed and copies made available for today’s meeting.
Communications – None
Treasurer’s Report -Treasurer John Shuhart - General Fund $ 14,246.89; Plaque Fund CD $ 2928.34; Plaque Fund Cash $ 94.00; Checking Account $2,664.93; Fire Prevention Scholarship $ 23,145.71; FF Memorial Fund $ 1,298.34; Smoke Alarm $ 2,278.36. Bills on hand ; Printer for ;  Bulletin $200.00;’ Walmart $282.05; Frostburg Memorial $ 130.00

MFRI – Todd Dyche – NO Report.
           Region I MIEMSS – Dwayne Kitis- not present--- No Report    
            MSFA – Second Vice President .Joel McCrea- The new Web Site will be up and running soon.  There is going to be a bylaw change pertaining to the recruitment and retention, also the December meeting will be held December 7th and 8th at Sudlersville with the Saturday meeting starting at 10:30 am and Sunday at 9:00am 
            MSFA Executive– Tim Dayton  Vice President McCrea did a great job MSFA meeting will be held December 7&8 at Sudlersville.
            VCAF- Barb Knippenburg Not present---- VCAF Next meeting will be held February 23, 2020 Location TBD with application deadline February 9, 2020. If any company is looking to apply contact Barb for assistance as there is a new procedure were all documents must be reviewed by her and complete before you can do the online application.
            ESB--   Wayne Rounds- reported that he stated that companies need to send more representatives to the Emergency Services Board meeting and speck up for their organization.

Fire Police – To schedule for an event send letter to Sheriff Dept. P.O. Box 359 Cumberland Md. 21502 Attention Gary Carpenter Fire Police.

Garrett County – The next meeting of the Garrett County Assn. will be held on Wednesday January 29 th at Bittinger at 7:30 PM.

Christian Firefighters – Mary Carr-The Christian firefighters will meet on December 7th at Orleans.
. COMMITTEE REPORTS:

          
By-Laws – Bob Knippenburg, John Shockey not present. 

Convention – Denny Bonner – Forms and letters are almost ready to go out. Will start meeting in January.

Fire Prevention/Education – Jonathan Dayton-    We have Tee Shirts from the Challenge on sell for $15.00 please contact Jonathan at 301-723-0199. We also have new banners for both Recruitment and Retention and Fire Prevention for use at any events just let the committee know. Drawing was held for TV and Gift card. 
. 
            Scholarship - Rod Bowser chairman – Committee will meet sometime after the first of the year.
Note: Fire Prevention & Education Committee’s Monthly Safety Fact # 134 to be included within the minutes and The Bulletin.
Fire Safety during Winter Storms during Winter Storms Winter storms can happen almost anywhere. They can cause us problems. Know what to do before, during and after a storm. This will help keep you and your family safe from a winter fire. • Test all smoke alarms. Do this at least once a month. This way you will know they are working. Install carbon monoxide alarms in your home. Test the alarms. • Plan two ways out of the home in case of an emergency. Clear driveway and front walk of ice and snow. This will provide easy access to your home. • Make sure your house number can be seen from the street. If you need help, firefighters will be able to find you. • Be ready in case the power goes out. Have flashlights on hand. Also have battery-powered lighting and fresh batteries. Never use candles. • Stay aware of winter weather. Listen to the television or radio for updates. Watch for bulletins online. • Check on neighbors. Check on others who may need help. • Generators should be used outdoors. Keep them away from windows and doors. Do not run a generator inside your garage, even if the door is open. • Stay away from downed wires. Report any downed wires to authorities. • Be ready if the heat stops working. Use extra layers of clothes and blankets to stay warm. If you use an emergency heat source, keep anything that can burn at least 3 feet away. • Turn portable heaters off when you leave the room. Turn them off when you go to bed. Important reminder there is more home fires in winter than in any other season. Half of all home heating fires happen in December, January and February. As you stay cozy and warm this winter season, be fire smart! 
            Ways & Means -Gary Carpenter, Bart Kennedy winner of the $50.00 prize from the quilt raffle donated his winnings back to the Association.  THANK YOU BART   If you can think of a good fund raiser and would like to help contact Gary. 
            Chaplaincy- Jim McKenzie—Chaplin Training – March 21-22 in Salisbury MD. 
            Smoke Alarm– Gary Carpenter Smoke alarms have been purchased and handed out. And thanks to Walmart for donating $500.00 for the purchase of more smoke alarms, contact Gary for alarms.
            LODD – Gary Carpenter- Rod Bowser.    Gary reported all past President bricks are in place. . Reminder we are selling bricks for the memorial sites for $25.00 each, contact Gary or Rod.

Insurance/Benefits – Relief Fund paid for Johnny Hershberger Kitzmiller VFD. I have received Accident Insurance payment from several companies. I have made a partial payment of $ 40,000.00 to Mosholder. 
            Training - Tim/Mike  

Special Ops –No Report.

Past Presidents – Past President Kidwell- Past Presidents will meet in January. 

Special Awards –    Seasonal

Recruitment/Retention – Jonathan – MSFA Recruitment-and Retention  Committee new Chairman is PP John Denver and Jonathan Dayton as Sub Committee Chairman of Recruitment and Christine Bennett Retention. 
            Safety- Dave Kyle – Be careful around live Christmas trees and keep them watered.
            Allegany County Emergency Service- Wayne - .                                                                                                                                                                          

Legislation – 
            Technology Committee—V P Jonathan Dayton – Everything will be updated on website at needed. If your committees or departments have any changes or events please let him know so he can post on social media. 

Public Relations – Jonathan – They are taking donations of food to help families in need and food for the animal shelter to be distributed before Christmas

Sprinklers –Knip – Tim Dayton 

Career Center & 5 / 10 Year Planning – There were no reports given from either committee
. 
UNFISHISHED BUSINESS: Gary Carpenter motion and Denny Bonner seconded to take money from general fund to pay for Past President Bricks, Motion passed.
NEW BUSINESS:  Robert Richie Co-Chair of the Safety Committee for Allegany County addressed the Association. The Goals of the committee was to Review Current Policies, Educate in Safety, Look at new Policies , Work Towards County Wide Safety and address the program on Firefighter Cancer.   Full Safety Committee Standards are attached .
  GOOD OF THE ASSOCIATION -    Tom Mattingly;  Candidate for MSFA Trustee spoke to the Association and ask for support in Ocean City
Anyone inviting MSFA officers to their banquets scheduled through Executive Director Kate Tomanelli at 2130 Priest Bridge Drive 

Suite 4 

Crofton, Maryland 21114     Phone 443.302.2911
MSFA Directories have been printed and Jonathan will bring some back from next MSFA meeting.

MSFA Volunteer Trumpet is published for October Jonathan is now a featured columnist.
 Brick price will be $25.00 for three lines with 18 characters each contact Rod Bowser at 301-616-3195 or Gary Carpenter at 301-268-4041. 

Any Company having any events please get them to the Editor for the bulletin. 
            Secretary Bowser- Dues and Credential List are due by May 1st.
==========================================================================

Don’t forget the Wills for Hero’s program.  Forms are available on-line at msfa.org
     Benediction & Blessing by Chaplin Walbert
    The Next Ass. Meeting will be hosted by Rawlings January 5 at 2:00 PM

   The Prayer Breakfast will be held at January 4 by Potomac  at 8:30 AM
Meeting Adjourned at 1450 hrs.

                                                                                                Respectfully submitted,
                                                                                                 Rodney W. Bowser

                                                                                                           Secretary                                                    
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