MINUTES

Allegany Garrett County Fire & Rescue Association    
Mt Savage September 8, 2019

The regular meeting of the Allegany Garrett Counties Volunteer Fire & Rescue Association was held Sunday September 8, 2019 and hosted by Mt Savage. President Gene Kidwell called the meeting to order at 14:00 hours.

The report was given by Chaplain Calvin E. Walbert we had four deaths last month  Treva I. Michael, Baltimore Pike Auxiliary; Bryan L Lenhart Accident VFD and  Northern Garrett Rescue Squad, Homer A. Golden Corriganville VFC; Larry Humbertson, Cresaptown. The Dave Kyle filling in for Chaplin Walbert read the 23RD Psalm. 
WELCOME: Chad Robison President representing the host company welcomed everyone to the meeting.      
ROLL CALL OF DEPARTMENTS:   Roll call of Departments showed 17 companies in attendance.  Those not represented were  Bittinger; Bloomington; Bowman’s Addition;  Corriganville; Cresaptown; Cumberland Hose; Deep Creek; Deer Park; District16; Gorman; Grantsville; Kitzmiller; LaVale; Oakland; Rawlings; and Southern Garrett Rescue; Tri Town Rescue. 

Companies present were: Accident;  Baltimore Pike: Bedford Road; Barton Hose; Bowling Green;   Eastern Garrett;  Ellerslie;  Flintstone; Friendsville; George’s Creek; Good Will; Luke; Midland; Mt Savage:  Northern Garrett;  Oldtown: Orleans; Potomac.    
RECOGNITION OF PAST PRESIDENTS:


 President VP Jonathan Dayton recognized the following 8 Past Presidents in attendance:    Rodney W. Bowser; David L. Kyle; Janet Elbin; Mike Simmons; Tim Dayton; Barbara Knippenburg; Gene Kidwell Rodger Long. 
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:

Guests present and recognized by VP Jonathan Dayton; Hobart Howell Candidate for Trustee for MSFA: Mark Bilger MIEMSS: Ben Kurtz Candidate for 2nd VP MSFA: Mitch Vocke MSFA Financial Secretary: Joel McCrea MSFA 2nd Vice President: Dwayne Kitis MIEMSS:   Georgiann Shuhart Treasure AGCVFRALA, and Pam Kyle PP AGCVFRALA; Donna Struntz LAMSFA Sr Vice.
OFFICER’S REPORTS  None
Secretary’s Report – Secretary Bowser Minutes emailed and copies made available for today’s meeting
Communications – None
Treasurer’s Report -Treasurer John Shuhart reported bills this meeting Wal Mart $ 1,810.48 
Fund Balances: General Fund $14,271.75 Plaque Fund $2,928.34; Plaque Fund Cash $94.00; Checking Account $107.99cr; Fire Prevention Scholarship $23,1145.71; FF Memorial Fund; $303.60, and Smoke Alarm $ 4,445.00. Wayne Round motion and Mike Simmons second to pay the bills Passed.  


MFRI – Todd Dyche – Report attached- .
           Region I MIEMSS – Dwayne Kitis- Report Attached ;  Mark Bilger from MIEMSS Emergency Service Liaison reported on the Mid Atlantic Life Safety Conference to be held September 24th 2019 at John Hopkins Applied Physics Laboratory Conference Center in Laurel Md.    
            MSFA – Second Vice President Joel Mc Crea reported Legislative committee is working on getting ready for the upcoming January session and working to seek funds from the state for VCAF. Hohart Howell announced that he would be running for trustee for MSFA at this year’s convention.
MSFA Financial Secretary Mitch Voche Reported on the MSFA $10,000.00 raffle for the general fund and said this funds the committees within the association. These committees work hard for you so let see if you and your department can work hard and sell these tickets for the association. MSFA Tag Committee Chairman has resigned and things are changing but you are still able to get tags.
            MSFA Executive– Tim Dayton next MSFA meeting will be held September 21-22 2019 at Bay District VFD 
            VCAF- Barb Knippenburg reported VCAF met on August 25th at Odenton and two loans were approved for apparatus for New Midway VFC and for Glen Burnie VFC. Next meeting will be held February 23, 2020 Location TBD with application deadline February 9, 2020. If any company is looking to apply contact Barb for assistance.
            ESB--   Wayne Rounds- reported that companies need to send more representatives to the Emergency Services Board meeting and speck up for their organization.

Fire Police – Was report working Tractor Trailer fire in Cumberland and Iron Rail Days 


Garrett County – The next meeting of the Garrett County Assn. will be held on Wednesday September 25 Southern Rescue at 7:30 PM

Christian Firefighters – Mary Carr-The Christian firefighters Prayer Breakfast for September was hosted by Bedford Road fire hall and the next meeting will be October 5 at Barton. Report attached.
. COMMITTEE REPORTS:

          
By-Laws – Bob Knippenburg, John Shockey not present. 

Convention – Denny Bonner – No Report    

Fire Prevention/Education – Jonathan Dayton- Donna Strunt, Will be setting up a booth at the Firefighter Challenge on September 28th at Frostburg Application and are looking for Miss Fire Prevention age 16-24 and Jr. Miss 11-15.  And don’t forget to buy your 50/50 lotto tickets each month. 
            Scholarship - Rod Bowser chairman No report
Note: Fire Prevention & Education Committee’s Monthly Safety Fact # 131 to be included within the minutes and The Bulletin.
Fire prevention week is coming up in October 6-12 and it is a good time to reach out to the schools and the public.

Home Fire Sprinklers Home fire sprinklers protect lives by keeping fires small. Sprinklers allow people more time to escape in a fire. When choosing an apartment or home, look for one that has home fire sprinklers. Smoke Alarms  Install smoke alarms in every sleeping room. They should also be outside each sleeping area and on every level of the home.  Test your smoke alarm at least once a month by pushing the test button. If you can’t reach the alarm, ask for help.  For added safety, interconnect the smoke alarms. If one sounds, they all sound. This gives more time to escape.  Smoke alarms with sealed (long-life) batteries work for up to 10 years.They can be helpful for people who find it hard to change batteries.  Smoke alarms expire. Replace them every 10 years. People who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing. Smoke alarms and alert devices are available for people who are deaf or hard or hearing.  Strobe lights flash when the smoke alarm sounds. The lights warn people of a possible fire.  When people who are deaf are asleep, a pillow or bed shaker can wake them so they can escape.  When people who are hard of hearing are asleep, a loud, mixed, low-pitched sound alert device can wake them. A pillow or bed shaker may be helpful. These devices are triggered by the sound of the smoke alarm.
 Ways & Means -Gary Carpenter, Please sell your Quilt tickets. Quilt was on display at today’s meeting and it won first place at the Allegany County Fair. Ticket sells are down please 
                                        SELL TICKETS FOR THIS NICE QUILT.
              Chaplaincy- Rodger Long thinking of a possible dinner in the future.
              Smoke Alarm– Gary Carpenter Smoke alarms are available for any department that need those along with paper work just contact Gary on the AGCVFRA Facebook Page.  Good Job!!
            LODD – Gary Carpenter- Rod Bowser. Memorial Service has been cancelled for Sunday October 6 th for Allegany County. Concrete will be poured around the brick at Allegany site soon.  Reminder we are selling bricks for the memorial sites for $25.00 each, contact Gary or Rod.

Insurance/Benefits – John Shuhart reported: Since the last meeting Relief Fund payment were made for Homer Golden Corriganville.  If any company has a member die please call me so that I can send out the check.
I have passed out inquiries for accident insurance this information is needed for the type of coverage you select or do not select. Rate should be close to what they were last year. Bill is due to Mosholder October 26th.
            Training - Tim/Mike  

Special Ops –No Report.

Past Presidents – Past President Kidwell announced a September 29th meeting will be held at Lindy’s on Bedford Road at 2:00 PM All Men’s and Ladies Past Presidents and Officers are invited. 

Special Awards –    Seasonal

Recruitment/Retention – Jonathan – Will have a Recruit-and Retention table set up at the Firefighters Challenge on September 28, 2019 at Hoffman Field in Frostburg for department to have their membership application for anyone interested in joining any Fire or EMS department. Also there will be prizes for the will team in the Challenge. 
            Safety- Dave Kyle – Change your smoke alarm to the new ten year lithium batteries...
            Allegany County Emergency Service- Tim Dayton Will meet on September 10.                                                                                                                                                                          

Legislation – 
            Technology Committee—V P Jonathan Dayton – Everything will be updated on website at needed. If your committees or departments have any changes or events please let him know so he can post on social media. 

Public Relations – Nothing

Sprinklers –Knip – Tim Dayton Allegany County is not complying with the law at this time however Garrett County is on board with the sprinkler law.

Career Center & 5 / 10 Year Planning – There were no reports given from either committee. 
UNFISHISHED BUSINESS: None
NEW BUSINESS:  None
  GOOD OF THE ASSOCIATION -    THE October 6 th ANNUAL MEMORIAL SERVICE AT LODD Memorial HAS BEEN CANCELLED
The Association endorsed Ben Kurtz for Second Vice President MSFA
Reported that the 2018 AFG grants would be announced soon and the Firefighter Grant Workshops would be held in September and the one at WMRTC will be September 19th from 7-9 PM 

 Brick price will be $25.00 for three lines with 18 characters each contact Rod Bowser at 301-616-3195 or Gary Carpenter at 301-268-4041. 

Any Company having any events please get them to the Editor for the bulletin. 
            Secretary Bowser- Dues and Credential List are due by May 1st.
==========================================================================

Don’t forget the Wills for Hero’s program.  Forms are available on-line at msfa.org
            The 50/50 was drawing for fire prevention was started up again and ticket was sold...
     Benediction & Blessing by Dave Kyle
   The Firefighters Challenge will be held September 28th at Hoffman Field Frostburg  10AM -3PM

   The Next Ass. Meeting will be hosted by Oldtown October 6th at 2:00 PM

   The Prayer Breakfast will be held at Barton October 5 th at 8:30 AM

Meeting Adjourned at 1345 hrs.

                                                                                                Respectfully submitted,
                                                                                                 Rodney W. Bowser

                                                                                                           Secretary                                                    
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