MINUTES

Allegany Garrett County Fire & Rescue Association    
Northern Garrett Rescue August 4, 2019

The regular meeting of the Allegany Garrett Counties Volunteer Fire & Rescue Association was held Sunday July, 2019 and hosted by Northern Garrett Rescue. President Gene Kidwell called the meeting to order at 14:00 hours.

The report was given by Chaplain Calvin E. Walbert we had four deaths last month  Sara Rae Warnick Goodwill Auxiliary, Emogene Jones Bowling Green Auxiliary; Phyllis Finzel Northern Garrett Rescue Squad, Robert Frankenberry, Mt Savage FVD, Ann Spataro Midland Auxiliary, Eugene Williams Sr. Cresaptown & LaVale Fire. The chaplain read the 23RD Psalm. 
WELCOME: Terry Spear President representing the host company welcomed everyone to the meeting.      
ROLL CALL OF DEPARTMENTS:   Roll call of Departments showed 19 companies in attendance.  Those not represented were  Bittinger; Bloomington; Corriganville; Cumberland Hose; Deep Creek; Deer Park; Eastern Garrett: Gorman; Grantsville; Kitzmiller; LaVale; Oakland; Oldtown; Orleans;  Rawlings; and Southern Garrett Rescue; Tri Town Rescue. 

Companies present were: Accident;  Baltimore Pike: Bedford Road; Barton Hose; Bowling Green; Bowman’s Addition; Cresaptown; District 16; Eastern Garrett;  Ellerslie;  Flintstone; Friendsville; George’s Creek; Good Will; Luke; Midland; Mt Savage:  Northern Garrett;  Oldtown: Potomac.    
RECOGNITION OF PAST PRESIDENTS:


 President VP Jonathan Dayton recognized the following 8 Past Presidents in attendance:   Ronnie Crabenstein, Calvin E. Walbert; Denny Bonner; Rodney W. Bowser; David L. Kyle; Mike Simmons; Tim Dayton; Barbara Knippenburg; Gene Kidwell Rodger Long. 
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:

Guests present and recognized by VP Jonathan Dayton; Hobart Howell Candidate for Trustee for MSFA: Mark Bilger MIEMSS: Todd Dyche MFRI: Bart Kennedy Sen.Van Hollen Office:  Georgiann Shuhart Treasure AGCVFRALA, Barbara Corbin, Betty Grabenstein and  Pam Kyle PP AGCVFRALA; Donna Struntz LAMSFA Sr Vice.
OFFICER’S REPORTS  None
Secretary’s Report – Secretary Bowser Minutes emailed and copies made available for today’s meeting
Communications – None
Treasurer’s Report -Treasurer John Shuhart reported bills this meeting Uniform $ 91.00 
Fund Balances: General Fund $14,271.75 Plaque Fund $2,928.34; Plaque Fund Cash $94.00; Checking Account $349.44cr; Fire Prevention Scholarship $23,137.79; FF Memorial Fund; $333.60, and Smoke Alarm $ 4,445.00. Wayne Round motion and Mike Simmons second to pay the bills Passed.  


MFRI – Todd Dyche – Report attached- Todd stated Maryland Weekend at the Nation Fire Academy will be February 8-9. The EMT Pilot class will be testing this week at GCC. The EMT classes on the schedule for the fall are the old program, 165 hours.
           Region I MIEMSS – Dwayne Kitis not present, Jonathan reported he attended the council meeting.  Mark Bilger from MIEMSS Emergency Service Liaison reported on the Mid Atlantic Life Safety Conference to be held September 24th 2019 at John Hopkins Applied Physics Laboratory Conference Center in Laurel Md.    
            MSFA - Past President Mark Bilger reported Legislative committee is working on getting ready for the upcoming January session .Hohart Howell announced that he would be running for trustee for MSFA at this year’s convention.   
            MSFA Executive– Tim Dayton next MSFA meeting will be held September 21-22 2019 at Bay District VFD 
            VCAF- Barb Knippenburg reported VCAF will meet on August 25th at Odenton and loans only are for apparatus and no grants are available unless extreme emergency. Also looking into legislative to increasing the fund so if your department has received a loan or grant in the past please write a letter to your legislators to support increasing this fund. . If any company is looking to apply contact Barb for assistance.

Fire Police – Was report working at fair and at Flintstone 


Garrett County – The next meeting of the Garrett County Assn. will be held on Wednesday September 25 Southern Rescue at 7:30 PM

Christian Firefighters – Mary Carr-The Christian firefighters Prayer Breakfast for August was hosted by District 16 fire hall and the next meeting will be September 7 at Bedford Road. Report attached.
. COMMITTEE REPORTS:

          
By-Laws – Bob Knippenburg, John Shockey not present.  Gene Kidwell sent bylaws to Ed Wood in Prince George’s County to review!

Convention – Denny Bonner - Bowman’s Addition has stepped up and will host this year’s convention and they already have their committee chair’s picked and are making plans. Meeting will start after the first of the year.    

Fire Prevention/Education – Jonathan Dayton- Donna Strunt, Application are available for Miss Fire Prevention age 16-24 and Jr. Miss 11-15.  And don’t forget to buy your 50/50 lotto tickets each month also the Luke fire department donated $1,000.00 to the fFire Prevention and Recruitment Committee “THANK YOU Luke” 
            Scholarship - Rod Bowser chairman No report
Note: Fire Prevention & Education Committee’s Monthly Safety Fact # 130 to be included within the minutes and The Bulletin.
Fire prevention week is coming up in October and it is a good time to reach out to the schools and the public.

Step 1: Introduction (5 Minutes) • Introduce yourself, explain your connection to the community, and your role with the fire department. • Establish the rules early to help connect with the young audience and maintain control. Let students know they should pay attention to the speaker at all times and be respectful during the lesson. Inform students that they can ask questions but they need to signal and be called on first. • Let the classroom teacher know that you will need them to be present and assist as needed. HOOK: Ask: “How old do you think kids should be before they are allowed to stay home alone?” List students’ responses on the board. Give students a short amount of time to consider the question and then ask volunteers for answers. Review some of the answers that were given and then ask “Why do you select this age?”. Encourage students to share the reasons why they think kids should be 10, 12, 15 (or whatever age they selected) before they stay home alone. Ask for a few answers from students and then bring the idea of fire safety into the discussion. Ask students if they thought about fire safety when selecting their answers. Step 2: Body of the Lesson (20 minutes) Let students know that there isn’t one right answer to this question. People are all different and some kids are responsible enough to stay home alone at younger ages than others. Some will be ready to watch younger kids while others need more time to be ready for that. An important factor in determining if a kid is old enough to stay home alone is whether or not they are able to stay safe from fires in the home.
             Ways & Means -Gary Carpenter, Please sell your Quilt tickets. Quilt was on display at today’s meeting and it won first place at the Allengany County Fair.
              Chaplaincy- Rodger Long thinking of a possible dinner in the future.
              Smoke Alarm– Gary Carpenter, Still working to get the best price for the alarms.
            LODD – Gary Carpenter- Rod Bowser. Memorial Service will be held on Sunday October 6 th for Allengany County for information contact Gary Carpenter. Concrete will be poured around the brick at Allengany site soon.  Reminder we are selling bricks for the memorial sites for $25.00 each, contact Gary or Rod.

Insurance/Benefits – John Shuhart reported: Since the last meeting Relief Fund payment were made for Ann Spataro Midland Auxiliary and Emogene Jones Bowling Green Auxiliary. If any company has a member die please call me so that I can send out the check.
Next month I will be passing out inquiries for accident insurance this information is needed for the type of coverage you select or do not select
            Training - Tim/Mike   Emergency Casualty Class at Garrett College on August 24&25 for all First Responders sign up on line at MFRI.org.

Special Ops –No Report.

Past Presidents – Past President Kidwell will announce a September date and place at the September meeting. 

Special Awards –    Seasonal

Recruitment/Retention – Jonathan – Videos of former Miss Fire Prevention are available at this time, the committee is also thinking of submitting for a safer grant. Report is attached 
            Safety- Dave Kyle – School will be starting soon watch for children and buses.
            Allegany County Emergency Service- Tim Dayton Will meet on September 10.                                                                                                                                                                          

Legislation – 
            Technology Committee—V P Jonathan Dayton – Everything will be updated on website at needed. If your committees or departments have any changes or events please let him know so he can post on social media. 

Public Relations – Nothing

Sprinklers –Knip – Tim Dayton Allengany County is not complying with the law at this time however Garrett County is on board with the sprinkler law.

Career Center & 5 / 10 Year Planning – There were no reports given from either committee. 
UNFISHISHED BUSINESS: None
NEW BUSINESS:  None
  GOOD OF THE ASSOCIATION- OCTOBER MEETING HAS BEEN CHANGED TO OCTOBER 13th DO TO THE ANNUAL MEMORIAL SERVICE AT LODD MEMORIAL 

Bart Kennedy from Senator Van Hollen’s office
Reported that the 2018 AFG grants would be announced soon and the Firefighter Grant Workshops would be held in September and the one at WMRTC will be September 19th from 7-9 PM. 

 Brick price will be $25.00 for three lines with 18 characters each contact Rod Bowser at 301-616-3195 or Gary Carpenter at 301-268-4041. 

Any Company having any events please get them to the Editor for the bulletin. 
            Secretary Bowser- Dues and Credential List are due by May 1st.
==========================================================================

Don’t forget the Wills for Hero’s program.  Forms are available on-line at msfa.org
            The 50/50 was drawing for fire prevention was started up again and ticket was sold...
            Benediction & Blessing by Chaplain Pete.


The next Assn. meeting will be hosted by Mt Savage September 8 at 2:00 pm  

The Prayer Breakfast will be held at Bedford Road September 7 at 8:30 am 

Meeting adjourned at 1350 hrs.

                                                                                                Respectfully submitted,
                                                                                                 Rodney W. Bowser

                                                                                                           Secretary                                                    
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