MINUTES

Allegany Garrett County Fire & Rescue Association    
January 5, Rawlings 2020

The regular meeting of the Allegany Garrett Counties Volunteer Fire & Rescue Association was held Sunday January 5, 2020 and hosted by Rawlings. President Gene Kidwell called the meeting to order at 14:00 hours.

The Invocation was given by Chaplain Calvin E. Walbert and the reading of the 23rd Psalm in memory of Edward K. Beard Bloomington VFC; Kenneth “ Pete” May LaVale Rescue Squad and Donald D. Lantz District 16.  
WELCOME: Jeremy Athey President of the host company welcomed everyone to the meeting.      
ROLL CALL OF DEPARTMENTS:   Roll call of Departments showed 20 companies in attendance.  Those not represented were  Bedford Road; Bittinger; Bloomington; Corriganville; Cumberland Hose; Deep Creek; Deer Park; Eastern Garrett; Ellerslie; Friendsville; Gorman; Grantsville; Kitzmiller; LaVale Rescue;  Oakland; Oldtown; and Southern Garrett Rescue; Tri Town Rescue. 

Companies present were: Accident; Barton; Baltimore Pike: Bowling Green; Bowman’s Addition; Cresaptown; District 16; Eastern Garrett; Flintstone; George’s Creek; Good Will; Luke; Midland; Mt Savage; Northern Garrett; Orleans; Rawlings; Potomac and Tri Towns Rescue.   
RECOGNITION OF PAST PRESIDENTS:


 President VP Jonathan Dayton recognized the following 12 Past Presidents in attendance: Calvin Walbert; Dennis Bonner; Gerard McGann; David L. Kyle; Janet Elbin; Mike Simmons; Tim Dayton;   Barbara Knippenburg; Gene Kidwell; Dick DeVore and Rodger Long.  
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:

Guests present and recognized by VP Jonathan Dayton:   Mike Faust President MSFA; Joel McCrea  MSFA 2nd  Vice President; Donna Struntz LAMSFA SR VICE President;  Pam Kyle PP and Betty Grabenstein PP AGCVFRALA; Georgann Shuhart Treasurer and Tricia Morgan President AGCVFRALA; Delegate Mike McKay; Chris Fairall US Census Bureau; Dwayne Kitis and Alex Kelly MIEMSS.  
OFFICER’S REPORTS  None
Secretary’s Report – Secretary Bowser Minutes emailed and copies made available for today’s meeting.
Communications – None
Treasurer’s Report -Treasurer John Shuhart - General Fund $ 11,246.89; Plaque Fund CD $ 2928.34; Plaque Fund Cash $ 94.00; Checking Account $2,739.93; Fire Prevention Scholarship $ 23,145.71; FF Memorial Fund $ 1,198.60; Smoke Alarm $ 1,995.31. Bills on hand; 

MFRI – Todd Dyche – Attached.
           Region I MIEMSS – Dwayne Kitis- Attached Tim Dayton motion to pay for the food for the fire class at Miltenberger Seminar motion passed  
            MSFA –   President Mike Faust and Second Vice President .Joe McCrea   See full report attached. 
            MSFA Executive– Tim Dayton Report Attached.
            VCAF- Barb Knippenburg Not present---- VCAF Next meeting will be held February 23, 2020 Location TBD with application deadline February 9, 2020 at 11:59 M.Th. next meeting location is Union Bridge Fire Company in Carroll County.   If any company is looking to apply contact Barb for assistance as there is a new procedure were all documents must be reviewed by her and complete before you can do the online application.
            ESB--   Wayne Rounds- reported that he stated that companies need to send more representatives to the Emergency Services Board meeting and speck up for their organization.

Fire Police – Gerard McGann – Worked two Holiday fires in Cumberland.

Garrett County – The next meeting of the Garrett County Assn. will be held on Wednesday January 29 Th at Bittinger at 7:30 PM.

Christian Firefighters – Mary Carr-The Christian firefighters will meet on January 4 at Potomac see report.
. COMMITTEE REPORTS:

          
By-Laws – Bob Knippenburg, John Shockey not present. 

Convention – Denny Bonner – Meeting to be held January 16th at Bowman’s Addition at 1800 Hours

Fire Prevention/Education – Jonathan Dayton-   Donna Struntz reported the committee is looking for Miss Jr Fire Prevention.  Cancer Support April 21st.
. 
            Scholarship - Rod Bowser chairman – Committee will meet sometime after the first of the year.
Note: Fire Prevention & Education Committee’s Monthly Safety Fact # 135 to be included within the minutes and The Bulletin.
Home fire sprinklers save lives and property. In many situations, a family who has survived a fire will also have their “home” to live in and enough of the items and space in their home to continue living their lives as they did before.  The cost of a home fire sprinkler system in a new home averages $1.35 per sprinklered square foot totaling an amount similar to what is spent for carpet upgrades, paving stone driveway or a whirlpool bath. Source: Fire Protection Research Foundation Study 2013.  A home fire sprinkler system can reduce the homeowner’s insurance premium.  Fire departments typically use roughly 10 times as much water as a fire sprinkler would use to contain a fire. Source: Fire Protection Research Foundation Study 2010.  Fire sprinklers are environmentally friendly. They can reduce the amount of water run-off and pollution, fire damage by up to 71%, and water usage to fight a home fire by as much as 91%. Source: FM Global and Home Fire Sprinkler Coalition Study 2010.  Cigar smoke or burnt toast will not activate a fire sprinkler. Only the high temperature of a fire will activate the sprinkler.  A home fire sprinkler system is easy to maintain. Just inspect your home to make sure the sprinklers are not blocked by something that would prevent the water from coming out such as paint and be sure the main control valve is never turned off.  Home fire sprinklers are effective in cold and warm climates. Guidelines have been created for the proper installation of systems to avoid pipes freezing. A home fire sprinkler system should be winterized the same as you winterize a domestic water supply.
             Ways & Means -Gary Carpenter, Bart Kennedy winner of the $50.00 prize from the quilt raffle donated his winnings back to the Association.  THANK YOU BART   If you can think of a good fund raiser and would like to help contact Gary. 
            Chaplaincy- Jim McKenzie—Chaplin Training – March 12-13 in Salisbury MD. 
            Smoke Alarm– Gary Carpenter Smoke alarms have been purchased and handed out. And thanks to Walmart for donating $500.00 for the purchase of more smoke alarms, contact Gary for alarms.
            LODD – Gary Carpenter- Rod Bowser.    Gary reported all past President Bricks are in place. . Reminder we are selling bricks for the memorial sites for $25.00 each, contact Gary or Rod.

Insurance/Benefits – Still waiting on payment from Kitzmiller and Bittinger... I have received Accident Insurance payment from several companies. I have made a partial payment of $ 22,500.00 to Mosholder. Relief List passed out today.
            Training - Tim/Mike  

Special Ops –No Report.

Past Presidents – Past President Kidwell- Past Presidents will meet in February time and place to be announced... 

Special Awards –    Mike  Banquet and Awards Dinners this time of the year so make sure to nominate for AGCVFRA and MSFA awards.

Recruitment/Retention and Reaching the Next Generation  – Jonathan Dayton reported the committee held a food drive in December and the committee received enough food for three baskets and had three anonymous nomination from local fire departments for members that might need a little help around Christmas .They received three nominations two from Allegany County and one from Garrett County. All three baskets where delivered by chairman Dayton one week prior Christmas. The pet food which totaled in excess of two laundry baskets was donated to the Animal Shelter 
            Safety- Dave Kyle – Flyer on Child Safety around furnaces...
            Allegany County Emergency Service- Wayne - .                                                                                                                                                                          

Legislation – 
            Technology Committee—V P Jonathan Dayton – Everything will be updated on website at needed. If your committees or departments have any changes or events please let him know so he can post on social media. 

Public Relations – Jonathan – They are taking donations of food to help families in need and food for the animal shelter to be distributed before Christmas

Sprinklers –Knip – Tim Dayton made a motion that the Association go on record to support the Residential Sprinkler Requirements in Allegany County.

Career Center & 5 / 10 Year Planning – There were no reports given from either committee
. 
UNFISHISHED BUSINESS: Gary Carpenter motion and Denny Bonner seconded to take money from general fund to pay for Past President Bricks, Motion passed.
NEW BUSINESS:  
  GOOD OF THE ASSOCIATION -    Taking care of our own, Everyone goes home class available if your company would like to attend. 
US Census Bureau Chris Fairall- Would like to reach out to Fire Service to help count people. The more accurate the count the more help you will get from the Federal Grants. Would like to participate in any event that your company has to get the information out to the public. Would like to hire people to gather information $18.50 per hour plus mileage. Chris’s phone  703-397-7653

Anyone inviting MSFA officers to their banquets scheduled through Executive Director Kate Tomanelli at 2130 Priest Bridge Drive 

Suite 4 

Crofton, Maryland 21114     Phone 443.302.2911
MSFA Directories have been printed and Jonathan will bring some back from next MSFA meeting.

MSFA Volunteer Trumpet is published for October Jonathan is now a featured columnist.
 Brick price will be $25.00 for three lines with 18 characters each contact Rod Bowser at 301-616-3195 or Gary Carpenter at 301-268-4041. 

Any Company having any events please get them to the Editor for the bulletin. 
            Secretary Bowser- Dues and Credential List are due by May 1st.
==========================================================================

Don’t forget the Wills for Hero’s program.  Forms are available on-line at msfa.org
     Benediction & Blessing by Chaplin Walbert
    The Next Ass. Meeting will be hosted by February 2 Southern Rescue at 2:00 PM

   The Prayer Breakfast will be held at February 1 Ellerslie at 8:30 AM
Meeting Adjourned at 1450 hrs.

                                                                                                Respectfully submitted,
                                                                                                 Rodney W. Bowser

                                                                                                           Secretary                                                    
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